
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:  SV196 Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 
 
From:  Jason D. Henry, District Superintendent 
 
Re:  Friday Afternoon Message 
 
Date:  April 17, 2020 
 
FEDERAL ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING RE-OPENING SCHOOLS 
 
Following President Trump’s Thursday afternoon announcement regarding a 3-phase 
reopening plan, I began receiving lots of questions about what that means for school re-
opening (a Phase 2 action).  The short answer—I don’t know at this time.  In Illinois, 
Governor Pritzker implemented the statewide closure, and it will take a gubernatorial 
decision to re-open schools. 
 
Within the next 8-10 days, I expect to hear an announcement from the Governor’s office 
regarding the re-opening of school.  As soon as I have a clear indication about that 
decision, I will notify you via our Remind message system. 
 
TAKE A BREAK 
 
This weekend, I encourage all parents and students to take a break from school work.  As 
parents, you have been guiding education activities in your household for almost 5 
weeks.  Taking a break from assignments and activities is healthy for everyone.  As much 
as possible, use that time this Saturday and Sunday to do something fun with your 
children. 
 
REMINDERS 
 

• If your child needs hard copies of teacher-assigned learning activities, those are 
available at the food distribution sites on Wednesdays of each week.  If you have 
not already selected your preferred site, please contact the school office ASAP. 

• The following table provides an estimate of what remote-learning times are 
reasonable for kids, based on age/grade level: 

 



Grade Level Minimum Maximum Recommended 
Length of 
Sustained 
Attention 

Pre-K 20 minutes/day 60 minutes/day 3-5 minutes 
K 30 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 3-5 minutes 

1-2 45 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 5-10 minutes 
3-5 60 minutes/day 120 minutes/day 10-15 minutes 
6-8 Class: 15 min/day 

Total:  90 min/day 
Class: 30 min/day 
Total: 180 min/day 

1 subject area or 
class 

9-12 Class: 20 min/day 
Total: 120 min/day 

Class: 45 min/day 
Total: 270 min/day 

1 subject area or 
class 

Source: Illinois State Board of Education Remote Learning Recommendations 
 

• As of this writing, we are scheduled to resume regular school activities on or 
about May 1, 2020. 


